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How can I help students memorize the addition and multiplication tables? 

 

 First of all, it’s important that students see the usefulness of committing to 

memory the sums and products on the basic addition and multiplication tables.  

Ideally, students would learn these from using them over and over again in many 

different contexts but even a rigorous regime of problems solving and performing 

mental calculations doesn’t guarantee that students will memorize all of them.  

Some additional attention will most likely be needed.  One caution:  Although 

students should understand why memorizing basic facts is important, a focus on 

memorization should follow understanding.  Emphasize learning the facts after 

students have developed understanding of the concept, can perform computation 

(even if not efficiently), and have had a good deal of experience using the skills in 

problem-solving situations.  Then it’s time to take a check and see what students 

need to study in order to memorize.    When should this happen?  Districts have 

made different decisions about this, but we think it’s reasonable to expect 

students to know the addition tables by the end of second grade and the 

multiplication tables by the end of fourth grade- meaning that children have quick 

and effortless recall of sums and addends from 1 to 10 and products with factors 

from 1 to 12. 

 When helping children learn, keep a focus on relationships among numbers…  

……………………Engage students in explorations that help them become more familiar 

with mathematical patterns in the tables.  Some ways to memorize might include 

written practice, oral practice or some game or other classroom aid.  Students 

may want to study alone or with a partner.  Remember everyone does not 

memorize in the same way.  Keep two goals in mind:  evaluating whether they’ve 

learned the facts and evaluating their choice of learning vehicle  …………………… 

If you want to test your students’ knowledge of addition and multiplication facts, 

then you should give a test.  But don’t fool yourself that a regular regimen of 

timed tests is a sensible way to teach.  For those students who already know the 

tables, timed tests are a way to show their stuff.  For those who don’t it can be a 

reoccurring, defeating and humiliating experience. 
 


